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UCI La LL.M. tudent Yurii Zinchenko Find the “Windo” to Help hi Home Countr of Ukraine

DCMR 13, 2023

IRVIN, Calif. (Dec. 13, 2023) — When Yurii Zinchenko, hi ife,

Vitalina, and 3-ear-old daughter, Anataia, arrived in White�h,

Montana, in Augut 2022, the ere refugee eeking a afe place

for their famil a�er fleeing their ar-torn home cit of Kharkiv in

eatern Ukraine. A�er the �rt da of the Ruian invaion, the

fled etard joining the flood of other Ukrainian forced to leave

their home in earch of afet. A group of American in Montana

and California ponored Yurii and hi famil and arranged for their

trip from a ar zone to afet. The found elcoming and

upportive communitie in White�h, here the �rt ettled, and

no Irvine.

ver ince arriving in the U.., Yurii — ho ha a Ph.D. in la and

practiced a an attorne in Ukraine for 19 ear — ha een on a

path forard to �nd avenue to help hi home countr reuild.

“If ou’re knocking and the don’t open the door, then ue the indo,” i hat Yurii’ father ala

aid to him, a meage he �nd more precient than ever.

Determined to ful�ll hi dut to countr and famil, Yurii turned hi attention — and legal kill — to

the crippled energ infratructure of Ukraine, to the hopital, the neo-natal ard, that had little or

interrupted poer. Yurii teamed ith local Rotarian in Montana, and together the engaged in a

humanitarian repone campaign to provide olar+ lithium-atter-poered generator to front-line

hopital in Ukraine through a Ukrainian-American-led compan, Ne Ue nerg. The e�ort have

een ucceful, light and generator are orking, aie are reathing.

For him, it a peronal. “I a ale to erve a a liaion eteen Rotarian in the U.. and Ukraine,

and a maternit hopital in m home cit of Kharkiv, here e quickl raied enough fund to deliver

to olar+ generator and a olar arra directl to the hopital here m daughter a delivered three

ear prior,” aid Yurii.

MDIA CNTR HOM UCI LAW NW IN TH MDIA NW CATGORI NW ARCHIV

MULTIMDIA

https://www.law.uci.edu/
http://sites.uci.edu/ucilawnews
https://news.law.uci.edu/category/uci-law-news/
https://news.law.uci.edu/category/in-the-media/
https://news.law.uci.edu/categories/
https://news.law.uci.edu/category/clinics/
https://news.law.uci.edu/category/pro-bono/
https://news.law.uci.edu/category/faculty/
https://news.law.uci.edu/news-archive-by-year/
https://news.law.uci.edu/#multimedia
https://news.law.uci.edu/files/2023/12/Yurii-Zinchenko.jpg


Photo: ta� at the Kharkiv Regional Perinatal Center ith one of the generator delivered
in March through the Ukraine Reilience Campaign.  

During the lat ix month,

the Poer Up Ukraine

campaign alo delivered

generator to large clinical

hopital in Kheron and

Mkolaiv, other eieged

front-line citie in outhern

Ukraine. The unit ere ued

in the maternit clinic and

children’ ard to poer

incuator, infant armer,

patient monitor, urger

room, and other critical

piece of medical

equipment.

“Thi rearding volunteer

experience increaed m deire to ue m education, kill and ackground to help meet critical

need and foter an environment of reilience among the Ukrainian people,” aid Yurii.

Through hi ne local netork, Yurii egan looking into opportunitie to tud la in the U.. ith a

pecial Mater of La (LL.M.) program for foreign tudent. He a accepted to the Univerit of

California, Irvine chool of La and egan hi coure of tud thi pat fall.

Heeding hi father’ advice, Yurii ha found man “indo” along the a a ell a aitance to

help hi famil, no including neorn on Lionel, to make thee dream come true.

In Novemer 2023, Yurii joined in another fundraier to provide poer to Ukrainian hopital and

other critical facilitie through the Ukraine Reilience Campaign. ince he found upport and help

here in the U.., he ant to continue to help hi home countr of Ukraine. A�er completing hi LL.M.

degree at UCI La, he hope to ork for an international la �rm, in-houe for a multinational

corporation, or non-governmental or humanitarian organization.

“Yurii ha een a onderful part of the UCI La communit,” aid Khar D. Horn, UCI La Aitant

Dean, Chief Gloal and xecutive Program O�cer. “He’ hard-orking, engaged, and arm-hearted

in everthing he doe. We are o luck to have him!”

“UCI La tudent are o luck to have the chance to tud at uch a eautiful univerit,” aid Yurii.

“I have received o much help from o man. I have an oligation to pa it forard, to doule or triple

the kindnee and generoit I have received.”
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Aout the Univerit of California, Irvine chool of La     

The Univerit of California, Irvine chool of La i a viionar la chool that provide an innovative

and comprehenive curriculum, prioritize pulic ervice, and demontrate a commitment to equit

ithin the legal profeion. Nearl half of all UCI La’ J.D. graduate are people of color, and almot a

third are �rt-generation tudent. At UCI La, e are driven to improve our local, national, and gloal

communitie  grappling ith important iue a cholar, a practitioner, and a teacher ho

are preparing the next generation of leader. The collaorative and interdiciplinar communit at UCI

La include extraordinar tudent, orld-renoned facult, dedicated ta�, engaged alumni, and

enthuiatic upporter. Connect ith u on Intagram, LinkedIn, Faceook, Thread, X, and ign up for

our monthl neletter for the latet ne and event at UCI La.   
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