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UCI La LL.M. tudent Yurii Zinchenko Find the “Windo” to Help hi Home Countr of Ukraine

DCMR 13, 2023

IRVIN, Calif. (Dec. 13, 2023) — When Yurii Zinchenko, hi ife,

Vitalina, and 3-ear-old daughter, Anataia, arrived in White�h,

Montana, in Augut 2022, the ere refugee eeking a afe place

for their famil a�er fleeing their ar-torn home cit of Kharkiv in

eatern Ukraine. A�er the �rt da of the Ruian invaion, the

fled etard joining the flood of other Ukrainian forced to leave

their home in earch of afet. A group of American in Montana

and California ponored Yurii and hi famil and arranged for their

trip from a ar zone to afet. The found elcoming and

upportive communitie in White�h, here the �rt ettled, and

no Irvine.

ver ince arriving in the U.., Yurii — ho ha a Ph.D. in la and

practiced a an attorne in Ukraine for 19 ear — ha een on a

path forard to �nd avenue to help hi home countr reuild.

“If ou’re knocking and the don’t open the door, then ue the indo,” i hat Yurii’ father ala

aid to him, a meage he �nd more precient than ever.

Determined to ful�ll hi dut to countr and famil, Yurii turned hi attention — and legal kill — to

the crippled energ infratructure of Ukraine, to the hopital, the neo-natal ard, that had little or

interrupted poer. Yurii teamed ith local Rotarian in Montana, and together the engaged in a

humanitarian repone campaign to provide olar+ lithium-atter-poered generator to front-line

hopital in Ukraine through a Ukrainian-American-led compan, Ne Ue nerg. The e�ort have

een ucceful, light and generator are orking, aie are reathing.

For him, it a peronal. “I a ale to erve a a liaion eteen Rotarian in the U.. and Ukraine,

and a maternit hopital in m home cit of Kharkiv, here e quickl raied enough fund to deliver

to olar+ generator and a olar arra directl to the hopital here m daughter a delivered three

ear prior,” aid Yurii.
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Photo: ta� at the Kharkiv Regional Perinatal Center ith one of the generator delivered
in March through the Ukraine Reilience Campaign.  

During the lat ix month,

the Poer Up Ukraine

campaign alo delivered

generator to large clinical

hopital in Kheron and

Mkolaiv, other eieged

front-line citie in outhern

Ukraine. The unit ere ued

in the maternit clinic and

children’ ard to poer

incuator, infant armer,

patient monitor, urger

room, and other critical

piece of medical

equipment.

“Thi rearding volunteer

experience increaed m deire to ue m education, kill and ackground to help meet critical

need and foter an environment of reilience among the Ukrainian people,” aid Yurii.

Through hi ne local netork, Yurii egan looking into opportunitie to tud la in the U.. ith a

pecial Mater of La (LL.M.) program for foreign tudent. He a accepted to the Univerit of

California, Irvine chool of La and egan hi coure of tud thi pat fall.

Heeding hi father’ advice, Yurii ha found man “indo” along the a a ell a aitance to

help hi famil, no including neorn on Lionel, to make thee dream come true.

In Novemer 2023, Yurii joined in another fundraier to provide poer to Ukrainian hopital and

other critical facilitie through the Ukraine Reilience Campaign. ince he found upport and help

here in the U.., he ant to continue to help hi home countr of Ukraine. A�er completing hi LL.M.

degree at UCI La, he hope to ork for an international la �rm, in-houe for a multinational

corporation, or non-governmental or humanitarian organization.

“Yurii ha een a onderful part of the UCI La communit,” aid Khar D. Horn, UCI La Aitant

Dean, Chief Gloal and xecutive Program O�cer. “He’ hard-orking, engaged, and arm-hearted

in everthing he doe. We are o luck to have him!”

“UCI La tudent are o luck to have the chance to tud at uch a eautiful univerit,” aid Yurii.

“I have received o much help from o man. I have an oligation to pa it forard, to doule or triple

the kindnee and generoit I have received.”
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Aout the Univerit of California, Irvine chool of La     

The Univerit of California, Irvine chool of La i a viionar la chool that provide an innovative

and comprehenive curriculum, prioritize pulic ervice, and demontrate a commitment to equit

ithin the legal profeion. Nearl half of all UCI La’ J.D. graduate are people of color, and almot a

third are �rt-generation tudent. At UCI La, e are driven to improve our local, national, and gloal

communitie  grappling ith important iue a cholar, a practitioner, and a teacher ho

are preparing the next generation of leader. The collaorative and interdiciplinar communit at UCI

La include extraordinar tudent, orld-renoned facult, dedicated ta�, engaged alumni, and

enthuiatic upporter. Connect ith u on Intagram, LinkedIn, Faceook, Thread, X, and ign up for

our monthl neletter for the latet ne and event at UCI La.   

UCI La Ne Featured LL.M.

©2023 UC Regent

Univerit of California, Irvine chool of La 
401 . Peltaon Drive, uite 1000, Irvine, CA 92697-8000(949) 824-0066

Jo at UCI La

Privac Notice

Copright Inquirie

Conumer Information (AA Required Dicloure)

Contact U

Virtual Tour

COVID-19 Campu tatu Update


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


https://www.instagram.com/ucilaw/?hl=en
https://www.linkedin.com/school/uc-irvine-school-of-law/
https://www.facebook.com/UCIrvineLaw/
https://twitter.com/UCILaw
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/TzHtpJy
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/TzHtpJy
https://news.law.uci.edu/category/uci-law-news/
https://news.law.uci.edu/tag/featured/
https://news.law.uci.edu/tag/ll-m/
https://uci.edu/copyright
https://law.uci.edu/employment.html
https://law.uci.edu/privacy.html
https://law.uci.edu/copyright.html
https://law.uci.edu/about/consumer-info/index.html
https://law.uci.edu/about/administration/contact-admin.html
https://www.youvisit.com/#/vte/?data-platform=v&data-inst=139279&
https://uci.edu/coronavirus/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Irvine-CA/University-of-California-Irvine-School-of-Law/39923337409?ref=mf
http://www.twitter.com/UCILaw
https://www.instagram.com/ucilaw/
https://www.linkedin.com/edu/school?id=377043
http://www.youtube.com/ucirvinelaw
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/uci-law-talks/id1027539753?mt=10
https://soundcloud.com/ucilawtalks
https://www.snapchat.com/add/ucilaw
https://www.flickr.com/photos/104252796@N05/albums/with/72157661440636099

